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SMC bids farewell to Rev. Fr. Stephen Liew
EARBEREXFF®RKL

After eight fruitful years, SMC parishioners had to bid a reluctant but fond
farewell to parish priest Rev. Fr. Stephen Liew. Fr. Liew had arrived at SMC in
2010 from St. Anne’s Church, Bukit Mertajam.

Under his stewardship, SMC became a more complete and compassionate
parish by focusing on mission orientated activities as well as maintaining its
traditional liturgical strengths. Among his notable achievements is the
establishment of the Sahabat Orang Asli (SOA) community development
project which has now been adopted by the Diocese of Penang as a diocesan
ministry known as the Perak Deanery Orang Asli Apostolate. Similarly, he was
instrumental in the setting-up of the monthly Soup Kitchen to feed the urban
poor. He also carried out several important building and renovation works such as the construction of the second
funeral parlour, roofing of the columbarium and paving of the cemetery, among others. He was most supportive of
BECs and their activities.

On the spiritual side, Fr. Liew’s wise and deeply insightful homilies were truly a delight and provided much spiritual
food for thought to his congregation. He also introduced the parish to the Devotion to the Divine Mercy.

This humble and unassuming priest is a strong advocate of Catholic Social Teachings and the promotion of justice and
peace. He is held in high esteem by political and civil society leaders and his farewell dinner was graced by none other
than Malaysia’s Minister of Human Resources, Y.B. Tuan M. Kula Segaran.

We have been truly blessed by the guidance and wisdom of Fr. Stephen Liew and thank him for his many years of
sterling service to SMC. May the Good Lord continue to shine His face upon Fr. Liew as we wish him all the very best in
his new appointment as parish priest of Taiping Catholic Church.
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Welcome to Rev. Fr. Anthony Liew San Choy |
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The parish of St. Michael is happy to welcome Rev. Fr. Anthony Liew San Choy as its new
parish priest. Fr. Liew is no stranger to SMC as he had celebrated his priestly ordination in this
parish back in 2014.

After his ordination, he was posted to Cathedral of the Holy Spirit, Penang as assistant parish
priest and subsequently became the parish priest of the Church of the Most Holy Name of
Jesus, Balik Pulau.

Fr. Liew is a “local Chemor boy” and had worked as an auditor prior to answering the call to priesthood. We look
forward to working with him as he strives to take SMC to greater heights.
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FAREWELL DINNER AND TRIBUTES
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The farewell dinner for Rev. Fr. Stephen Liew was held at Unique Seafood Restaurant, Bercham on Sunday 23rd September
2018. The dinner was attended by approximately 650 grateful parishioners and well-wishers.

In his farewell speech, Fr. Liew expressed his joy and gratitude for his time as parish priest of SMC. His 8 years in SMC had been
his happiest priestly posting to date. The Minister of Human Resources, YB Tuan M. Kula Segaran also gave a speech to thank
Fr. Liew and all present for their support and participation in this . !

year’s General Election which had ushered in a new government

for Malaysia. During the dinner, a touching video filmed by the

Chinese Youth group was screened which showed the highlights of |

Fr. Liew’s tenure at SMC.

Besides the farewell dinner, there were also tributes by various
church groups who were eager to express their appreciation of

Fr. Liew.
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CONGRATULATIONS TO
MONSIGNOR STEPHEN LIEW & |
MONSIGNOR ALOYSIUS TAN .
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We would like to extend our heartiest congratulations to our

former parish priest Rev. Monsignor Stephen Liew and our

former assistant parish priest Rev. Monsignor Aloysius Tan on

their recent appointments as two of the 3 Vicar-Generals of the Diocese of Penang. May God guide and bless them in their
new and additional responsibilities.
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The parish of St. Michael would like to extend its thanks and apprecnanon to the
sponsors and Christmas 2018 decorations team led by Mr. Leonard Lim for their
unique contributions and hard work in beautifying the parish for the season of
Advent and Christmas. The Christmas decorations this year included a fully
sponsored 20ft Christmas tree made of metal frames and recycled CDs for its
leaves.
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ADVENT GOTONG ROYONG
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A note of thanks to all parishioners
and helpers who participated in the
Advent Gotong Royong held on
Saturday 8th December 2018.
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The Easter Vigil mass on 31st March 2018 was extra special as it was celebrated by visiting priest Fr. Jan Choong Chun Yean
whose four family members were being baptized into the Roman Catholic Church. This included his 76 year old father,
Mr. John Choong Ah Kow. The concelebrants of the mass were Fr. Stephen Liew and Fr. Dario, a visiting priest from Croatia.

During the Easter Vigil mass, 23 candidates were baptized and confirmed thus becoming new members of the Catholic

community.
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PILGRIMAGE TO ST. ANNE’S CHURCH BY CHINESE BECS
EXEEESHE

The Chinese speaking BECs made a combined pilgrimage to
St. Anne’s Church on 22nd July 2018. The objective of the
pilgrimage was to evangelise, as many of the participants
were non-Catholics.

Upon arrival at the church, the group participated in the
Way of the Cross. The elderly however, stayed behind in the
prayer room and later joined the rest for mass at 3.30 p.m.
Besides the activities at the church, the BEC members took
the opportunity to sing hymns and share the Word of God
and faith testimonies with the non-Catholics in the group.
They also led them to pray to Jesus Christ as their Lord and
Master and gave them printed prayer cards of the Lord’s
Prayer so that they may pray at home.

After the mass, all participants enjoyed a seafood meal
before heading home full of joy and peace after a fruitful
pilgrimage. The BEC members’ evangelisation efforts did not
end there. Follow-up visits with the non-Catholics showed
that they had been touched by the Way of the Cross and
pilgrimage. Many of them agreed to participate in the
pilgrimage next year. Thanks and praise be to God.
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2018 PARISH EVENT
- BIBLE EXHIBITION
2018 FEXFH—XLZLRE

In conjunction with Bible Sunday, St. Michael’s Church held its first major Bible
Exhibition on the weekends of 7th & 8th July and 14th & 15th July 2018. This was the
parish event of the year as agreed during the last Parish Pastoral Assembly.

It was a maghnificent effort on the part of the organizing committee to bring about
awareness of the Word of God to the people. More than 200 Bibles were displayed
of various languages, sizes and catering to all age groups. The 168 year old Bible loaned by the Church of St. Joseph (Batu
Gajah) and the smallest Bible on display drew particular interest from all visitors.

There were guidelines on how to read the Bible in the form of a “Bible Guidance Wheel” as well as interesting leaflets. Some
Bibles were even put up for sale. The exhibition hall was also adorned with sketches and drawings done by the children of
the Sunday School. Posters and colouring competitions were organised to stimulate the interest of the youth and children
of the parish.

The parish wishes to record its thanks and sincere appreciation to Mr. Jude Quah, the organizing team and all volunteers and
helpers for a truly enlightening and interesting exhibition. Well done!
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50th Death Anniversary b £9ifittt 50 & ££
of St. Pio of Pietrelcina £ %

On 23rd September 2018, the Padre Pio Group of St. Michael’s Church gathered
together to commemorate the 50th death anniversary of St. Pio of Pietrelcina, better
known simply as Padre Pio. The occasion was also to celebrate the 100th anniversary
of Padre Pio’s receipt of the stigmata ie. the wounds of Christ just 3 days earlier on 20th
September.

The Novena to St. Pio was recited and letters witnessing to the healing
intercessions of St. Pio were read out before the 5.30 p.m. Sunday mass. Touching
on the significance of St. Pio during his homily, Fr. Stephen Liew reminded the
congregation that the parish is privileged to have a relic of St. Pio inside our own
church building. The Padre Pio Group also took the opportunity to thank Fr. Liew
for his invaluable support of their ministry through the years.
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36th Anniversa ry of The Perak chapter of Marriage Encounter (ME) recently

celebrated its 36th anniversary on Sunday 25th

3 November 2018. Over 50 couples renewed their
Perak Marrlage Encounter marriage vows during the 5.30 p.m. mass celebrating
Er-:- =S \J\ A the Solemnity of Christ the King. This was followed by
* ya E = + /N ,I-I E Hﬁ E a fellowship dinner held at Peter Pang Hall and attended
E by 190 participants.
1

The main celebrant of the mass was Rev. Fr. Joe
Matthews OFM, Cap who is the national ecclesial priest
for Malaysia ME. Also present at the dinner was Rev.
Fr. Edmund Woon and SMC'’s priest in residence Rev. Fr.
Robin Andrews. The organizing team was headed by
SMC’s Steven and Margaret Ng.
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SAHABAT ORANG ASLI (SOA)
2018 HIGHLIGHTS
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Constructlon of 2 new eco—tourlsm chalets
at Pos Kemar, Gerik

f£'H 7189 Pos Kemar
BN 2 BFAOIRE

Vanous medical camps / IE"iHE‘i%

=~ Kg. Sinju children at the 40th Malaysia Pediatric Association Annual Congress,
g Perak Bar Annual Dinner 2018 and Launch of the Ozanam Education Programme
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Dlaloguéwnth Lengh Umversnty, ‘  Farewell dmner with SOA Priest Adwsor

Pennsylvania, USA Rev. Fr. Stephen Liew
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SMC now has an official Facebook page at www.facebook.com/ChurchofStMichaellpoh

Heads of respective ministries, BECs and parishioners are encouraged to share photos and short write-ups
of their church and outreach activities with the FB team on a regular basis. Publishing of photos, posts and
comments shall be at the discretion of the FB team. Thank you.

EXEEEETEH P www.facebook.com/ChurchofStMichaellpoh
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MASS & DEVOTION DAYS & TIMES AT ST. MICHAEL'S CHURCH, IPOH
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Weekday Masses FEHRE
Monday, Wednesday, 5.30 p.m. E8—. = kR T 45T
Thursday & Friday (B—AIRE=ANEHNH
(except 1st Friday) RN
1st Friday of the month 8.00 p.m. F—NEHA % L8t
Tuesday 7.00 a.m. 2R lat=vi:n
-~
Weekend Masses B A &R B3R
Saturday 7.00 p.m. (English) S/~ B 78 (RiR)
Sunday 8.00 a.m. (English) E8H LAF8Re (%?E)
10.00 a.m. (Mandarin) L0 (5D
5.30 p.m. (English except the TFSEE (3B
2nd Sunday in BM) (BT & HE A TIEERH)
Devotions
Novena to Padre Pio 5.00 p.m. (Thursday)
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament ~ 7.30 p.m. (1st Friday of the month)
Novena to the Sacred Heart 7.45 p.m. (1st Friday of the month)
Marian Devotion 7.30 p.m. (13th day of every month except weekends)
Chaplet of St. Michael (Before every weekend mass on the 1st, 3rd & 5th week of the month)
Rosary (Before every weekend mass on the 2nd week of the month)
Chaplet to the Divine Mercy (Before every weekend mass on the 4th week of the month)
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