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LAUNCH OF SOUP KITCHEN AT SMC
EREERRRE T TRIEDN

St. Michael’s Church has reached another historic milestone with the
establishment of a Soup Kitchen to care for the urban poor and
homeless. The Soup Kitchen began operating in late April 2016 and is
located behind The Oak (Evergreens Clubhouse) within the parish
grounds.

The project is the brainchild of Simon Phang, Chairman of the Chinese
Evangelization Group, which has been tasked with managing the
facility. At present, the Soup Kitchen is operating on the last Sunday of
every month from 12 noon onwards, after the Sunday Chinese mass.
During its first outreach, the Soup Kitchen was able to feed a total of
70 clients. These comprise mainly the homeless and poor from
around Ipoh’s city centre.

Besides providing hot meals, the Soup Kitchen also offers free
haircuts and renewable survival packs to its clients. Contents of the survival pack include
foodstuffs and toiletries such as instant noodles, biscuits, beverages, soap, towel, toothbrush
and toothpaste. These packs are given to all first timers to the Soup Kitchen. Repeat clients are
requested to bring the packs for refills on the following month. Priority is given to the elderly
(over 60s) and the disabled.

The number of clients to the Soup Kitchen have been increasing steadily thus adding to the
operating cost of the project. Hence food sponsorships are critical to the success of the Soup
Kitchen. Being the Jubilee Year of Mercy, the Soup Kitchen presents a good opportunity for
individuals and groups in the parish to carry out at least one or more of the corporal and
spiritual works of mercy advised by Pope Francis such as feeding the poor, giving drink to the
thirsty and comforting the afflicted. Several ministries and BECs have commendably done so by
sponsoring the food for the monthly feeding sessions. Currently, there are sufficient sponsors
until January 2017 but new sponsors are required from February 2017 onwards.

As for the survival packs, Maria Tan explained that the costs of the items are being defrayed
through corporate sponsorships by companies such as Indomie, Lee Kum Kee, Abadi Sardines
and Lee Biscuits. The barber services are provided by volunteers, some of whom are SMC
parishioners. More barber volunteers are required due to popular demand.
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Individuals, BECs and ministries who are interested to sponsor a monthly feeding session, or
donate in cash or kind may contact Simon Phang at 012-4627133 or Maria Tan at 012-4546098
for further information. Please support this worthy project for the urban poor and homeless.
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FAREWELL TO THE LATE
DATO’ BROTHER VINCENT CORKERY

—  4&7|#% Vincent Corkery 6+ —

Having completed his life’s journey and mission with dedication,
courage and gentle Irish humour, the much loved La Sallian Dato’
Brother Vincent Corkery departed home to Jesus Christ on 22nd March
2016. The late Bro. Vincent’s wake and funeral mass was held at
St. Michael’s Church and his earthly remains have been interred at the
Children’s Cemetery alongside the late Fr. Anthony Chong. May the
souls of both these faithful servants rest in peace and everlasting
joy of the Lord.
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POPE FRANCIS GRANTS AUDIENCE TO
PADRE PIO GROUP
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On 6th October 2015, the Padre Pio Group (PPG) of SMC received an invitation to an audience with
the Holy Father Pope Francis together with the Padre Pio International Prayer Groups. Fr. Stephen
Liew, Fr. Jude Miranda and a few of the PPG members participated in the audience at St. Peter’s
Square on 6th February 2016. They also visited and prayed at the Holy Doors in Via Della
Conciliazione in Rome and the Church of St. Francis in Assisi.

St. Pio was designated as a witness and apostle of Mercy to all Christians for this Jubilee Year.
The Holy Father has manifested particular attention to the work of this humble religious which is
continued on by the Casa Sollievo Della Sofferenza (House for the Relief of Suffering) and the PPG
Prayer Groups. PPG was given this special time of grace and encouraged to live it fully so that they
can be a sign of the Church at prayer, zealous in service and charity especially in their willingness to
listen and to care for others. In his speech to the thousands of devotees gathered at St. Peter’s
Square, Pope Francis commended them for their commitment and encouraged them to continue in
their imitation of St. Pio, and always be sources of mercy and joyful apostles of prayer because he
said “prayer works miracles”.

The partially incorrupt body of St. Pio and St. Leopold Mandic in glass caskets were brought to
St. Peter’s Basilica as a special initiative for the Year of Mercy. Their presence in Rome was of great
significance for it was an unprecedented event. The last highlight of the pilgrimage was witnessing
the procession of the two glass caskets being brought into the Basilica while thousands of pilgrims
prayed and sang in accompaniment. It was indeed a very spiritual and memorable time spent in the
company of thousands of religious orders and members of Padre Pio Groups from all over the world.
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40TH ANNIVERSARY OF
SMC’S LEGENDARY YOUTH GROUP

— EABREFFEAETRAFR —

The pioneer Youth Group (YG) of St. Michael’s Church
celebrated its awe-inspiring 40th anniversary this year with a
two day gathering of past members and their families.

The celebrations began on 30th April 2016 with a grand dinner
at Ipoh Swimming Club bearing the theme “Cowboys and
Cowgirls”. 26 former members of the YG and their family
members attended the dinner. Some came from as far as Hong
Kong, Brunei, Singapore and East Malaysia for this joyous
occasion. This was followed by a Eucharistic Mass the next day
where the main celebrant was YG’s very own Fr. Ravi
Alexander. The other priest from the YG, Msgr. Michael
Cheah, was unable to attend the celebrations as he was
involved in the Diocesan Synod at the time. During the mass, a
collection was taken up for the parish among the attendees
and the sum of RM500 was eventually passed to Fr. Stephen
Liew. After the mass, the group adjourned to a picnic at the
Mini Bali in Malim Nawar.

The YG was formed when a group of students from the
Catholic Societies of St. Michael’s Institution and Ipoh Main
Convent began to meet up on weekends to find ways to liven
up the parish. With the support of then parish priest the late
Fr. Matthias Ki, they eventually won over the parishioners with
their various acts of service such as Christmas caroling and
regular youth masses. Highlights of the YG included being
involved throughout the Aggiornomento and the grand
farewell dinner for the then Bishop Gregory Yong.
Undoubtedly, the YG’s enthusiasm, spontaneity and vigour
contributed greatly to parish life at SMC and provided a much
needed voice and visible presence for the youth of the parish.

Besides taking an active role in the parish, the YG was also a
talented bunch musically. In 1982, a group of YG members

who called themselves the “Michaelian 6” won the group
vocal competition at both the YMCA Christian Music Talentime
and the Bakat YMCA Talentime. Two members namely Jude
Monteiro and Philip Justin also won individual vocal honours.
In 1983, another group of YG members who billed themselves
as the “Cross 5” won the group vocal competition at that
year’s YMCA Christian Music Talentime. The victories were
significant as such competitions were dominated mainly by
the other Christian denominations back then.

Through their involvement within the parish, many of the YG
members developed leadership qualities which served them
even after leaving SMC for fresh pastures. Past leaders of the
YG included Ignatius Rasiah, Martin Jalleh and the now Msgr.
Michael Cheah, Vicar-General of the Penang Diocese. In some,
the seeds of vocation were sowed. Msgr. Michael Cheah and
Fr. Ravi Alexander answered God’s call to the priesthood.
Sr. Patricia Lim became a Good Shepherd Sister while Sr. Moira
Tan who joined the YG as a non-Christian was eventually
baptized and joined the Congregation of the Little Sisters of
the Poor. Martin Jalleh is a respected and much sought after
Christian motivational speaker and other former members
such as Jude Monteiro continue to serve faithfully in various
capacities at their respective parishes.

The parish of St. Michael wishes to congratulate, acknowledge
and thank this exceptional group of men and women who
paved the way for successive generations of our parish youth.
May God bless them and their families abundantly. Long may
they continue to serve and inspire us all!

The Editor would like to thank Mr. Jude M
of information and fun photos for this article.
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UPDATES ON SAHABAT ORANG ASLI (SOA)
— FRERZAITXR#HE —

Medical camp at Kg. Air Bah Lawin& Kg.
Sungai Karah, Gerik (9th January 2016)

#H #Kg. Air Bah Lawin #7Kg. Sungai
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Commencement of fish rearing project at
Kg. Sekam, Tapah (January 2016)
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First medical camp at Kg. Sinju, Simpang
Pulai (19th March 2016)

ERBHKg SinjuF—IMETFEHRS
(201643H19H)

Medical camp at Kg. Dam and Kg. Sekam,
Tapah (9th April 2016)
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School visit and inspection by the Principal and teachers of
Mariaville Kindergarten (10th April 2016)
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Received donations of “Stop Hunger Now” fortified rice from
Cisco Group & Sunway Group (May & June 2016)
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Road repairs and chapel renovations at Kg. Sekam, Tapah

H 4T BKg, Sekam 5 54 K 4 5 /N 2 %

Hari Raya fellowship kenduri & annual football match
(6th & 7th July 2016)
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Medical camp at Kg. Air Bah Lawin & Kg. Sungai Karah, Gerik
(23rd July 2016)
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LEADERSHIP TRAINING
SEMINAR FOR ORANG ASLI
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The Perak Deanery Orang Asli Apostolate, aided by SMC’s SOA Parish Committee, organized a
leadership training seminar for Orang Asli on 21st May 2016. The seminar was well attended, with
approximately 100 participants who came from all over Perak including as far as Gerik and Tanjung
Malim. The response and participation of the Orang Asli were most encouraging.

Eminent speakers at the seminar included Dato’ Dr. Amar Singh (Head of Paediatric Department at
Hospital Raja Permaisuri Bainun Ipoh), Mr. Stephen Chow (Motivational Speaker) and Mr. Amani
Williams-Hunt Abdullah (Lawyer and Head of the Perak Bar Council’s Committee on Orang Asli
rights).

Sr. Rajathy, the Principal Tutor of Hospital Fatimah School of Nursing, also gave a briefing on the
training opportunities offered by the School for interested Orang Asli youth. Participants were
treated to a scrumptious lunch sponsored by the Catholic Lawyers Group of Perak.
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DEBUT OF INFANT JESUS CHILDREN'’S CHOIR AT
CHILDREN'’S MASS ON 28TH AUGUST 2016
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MASS & DEVOTION DAYS & TIMES AT ST. MICHAEL'S CHURCH, IPOH
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8:00 am
) 7:00 am (English / %i%)
:00
N/ 7:00 pm (M];?dgin /a g‘ﬂ)
(English / 33i8)
5:30 pm
(English / 338)
* 3rd Friday of the month 8.00 p.m. (Until 18th Nov 2016)
DEVOTIONS - & ##4L
= Novena to Padre Pio 5.00 p.m. (Thursday)
= Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 7.30 p.m. (1st Friday of the month)
- Novena to the Sacred Heart 7.45 p.m. (1st Friday of the month)
-~
c 4 Marian Devotion 7.30 p.m. (13th day of every month except weekends)
o Devotion to the Divine Mercy 7.30 p.m. (3rd Friday of every month until 18th Nov 2016)
< Chaplet of the Divine Mercy 6.30 p.m. (All Saturdays until 20th November 2016)
i 7.30am, 9.30am, 5pm (All Sundays until 20th November 2016)
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