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LAUNCH OF SOUP KITCHEN AT SMC
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St. Michael’s Church has reached another historic milestone with the
establishment of a Soup Kitchen to care for the urban poor and
homeless. The Soup Kitchen began operating in late April 2016 and is
located behind The Oak (Evergreens Clubhouse) within the parish
grounds.

The project is the brainchild of Simon Phang, Chairman of the Chinese
Evangelization Group, which has been tasked with managing the
facility. At present, the Soup Kitchen is operating on the last Sunday of
every month from 12 noon onwards, after the Sunday Chinese mass.
During its first outreach, the Soup Kitchen was able to feed a total of
70 clients. These comprise mainly the homeless and poor from
around Ipoh’s city centre.

Besides providing hot meals, the Soup Kitchen also offers free
haircuts and renewable survival packs to its clients. Contents of the survival pack include
foodstuffs and toiletries such as instant noodles, biscuits, beverages, soap, towel, toothbrush
and toothpaste. These packs are given to all first timers to the Soup Kitchen. Repeat clients are
requested to bring the packs for refills on the following month. Priority is given to the elderly
(over 60s) and the disabled.

The number of clients to the Soup Kitchen have been increasing steadily thus adding to the
operating cost of the project. Hence food sponsorships are critical to the success of the Soup
Kitchen. Being the Jubilee Year of Mercy, the Soup Kitchen presents a good opportunity for
individuals and groups in the parish to carry out at least one or more of the corporal and
spiritual works of mercy advised by Pope Francis such as feeding the poor, giving drink to the
thirsty and comforting the afflicted. Several ministries and BECs have commendably done so by
sponsoring the food for the monthly feeding sessions. Currently, there are sufficient sponsors
until January 2017 but new sponsors are required from February 2017 onwards.

As for the survival packs, Maria Tan explained that the costs of the items are being defrayed
through corporate sponsorships by companies such as Indomie, Lee Kum Kee, Abadi Sardines
and Lee Biscuits. The barber services are provided by volunteers, some of whom are SMC
parishioners. More barber volunteers are required due to popular demand.
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Individuals, BECs and ministries who are interested to sponsor a monthly feeding session, or
donate in cash or kind may contact Simon Phang at 012-4627133 or Maria Tan at 012-4546098
for further information. Please support this worthy project for the urban poor and homeless.
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FAREWELL TO THE LATE
DATO’ BROTHER VINCENT CORKERY

—  4&7|#% Vincent Corkery 6+ —

Having completed his life’s journey and mission with dedication,
courage and gentle Irish humour, the much loved La Sallian Dato’
Brother Vincent Corkery departed home to Jesus Christ on 22nd March
2016. The late Bro. Vincent’s wake and funeral mass was held at
St. Michael’s Church and his earthly remains have been interred at the
Children’s Cemetery alongside the late Fr. Anthony Chong. May the
souls of both these faithful servants rest in peace and everlasting
joy of the Lord.
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