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The Parish Assembly of St. Michael’s Church was

held on Sunday 5th January 2015 from 2.00 p.m. to

5.00 p.m. The Assembly began with a praise and

worship session led by 5t. Theresa Choir followed by

the enthronement of the Bible and readings from
s Scriptufe.

The Parish Pastoral Chairman Mr. Francis
Fernandeswelcomed the 100 plus participants
to the Assembly and proceeded to present an
overview of the parish’s activities over 2014. He
touched mainly orfthe success of the parish mission
to the Orang Asli communities with special credit
and appreciation going out to for leading the

- mobilization and medical teams respectively. The
PPC Chairman also thanked our parishioners for
being so supportive and generous with their
donations towards the parish project and it was
hoped that this will continue.

It then came the turn of Fr. Stephen Liew to present
*the pastoral thrust for 2015 which is “Discipleship
¢ throigh transforming humanity”. The preposed
¢ trafglormation will be ghade through 3 mediums
e MW" ransforming SEB, Transforming FAMILY and
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Transforming SOCIETY.
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On the parish level, these will be accomplished
practically in the fol Fm:ing Ways:

Trangforming SELF @

(i) By participating in the Prodigal Son spiritual retreat
(for English-speaking parishioners). _

(ii) By participating in the Little Rock programme
(for Mandarin speaking parishioners).

Transforming FAMILY
®(i) By holding weekly prayer sessions in each family.
(ii) By sharing a family dinner at least once a month

without the distraction of mobile phones and other
modern electronic gadgets.

(iii) By coming togather as a family to recite the Rosary
especially in the months of May and October. -

Transforming SOCIETY
(i} Through the establishment of a Parish Formation

Team who will be tasked with organizing awareness
séssions on current political, social and religious
issues.

(i) Throggh continuing support and participation in the
Orang Asli mission which shall remain the parish’s
principal project.

There will alse be a changg in the format of the 2015

Parigh Feast Day celebrations where the BECs have

been tasked with organizing the second day of the

Triduum at BEC ®level. All the proposals were

unanimously adopted by the Assembly.

Fr. Liew took the opportunity to express his deep
gratitude for the love and concern shown by our
parishioners towards the parish and all its activities.
Based on the evaluations of the ministries and BECs, he
concluded that the parish is doing well.

The Assembly ended with a Question & Answer session
followed by a simple tea for all participants.
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YEAR OF CONSECRATED LIFE 2015

2015 FEHEEERST

The Holy Father Pope Francis has announced that 2015
will be a year dedicated to the promotion of consecrated
life and he is asking the Church’s clergy and religious to
awaken the world with their testimonies of faith, hope
and love.

The Year of Consecrated Life officially began on 30th
November 2014 (1st Sunday of Advent) and will end on
2nd February 2016 on the World Day of Prayer for
Consecrated Life. Many events have been planned to
celebrate the Year of Consecrated Life at both Vatican
and diocesan levels,

Let us continue to pray and give thanks to God for the gift
of the clergy and religious who inspire us daily with their
love and dedicated service to God and mankind.
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2014 will be forever remembered as the
“annushorribilis” for Malaysia. To cap off a truly
miserable year, the country was hit by the worst
flooding crisis in its entire history. Our home state of
Perak was one of the worst states affected by the
recent flogds.

Dauring the crisis, SMC’s Orang® Asli mission team
worked hard to deliver humanitarian and medigal aid
to communities that were badly affected by the flood.
The vMages assisted were Kg. Gajah, Kg. Sungai Karah,
Kg. Air Bah Lawin, Kg. Sungai HuluLawin Selatan, Kg.
Temin and also our Orang Asli friends at Kg. Sekam
whose livelihood had been affected by landslides
caused by the constant and heavy downpour.

We would like to thgnk all donors for your generous
donations of foodstuffs, clothes and other househeld
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items for the flood victims.
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CHR]STMAS CONCERT A MALAYSIAN CHRISTMAS
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The 2014 Christmas concert was a truly multi-cultural
affair whith successfully lived up to its theme of “A
Malaysian Christmas”. Held on 6th and 7th December
2014, the event was particularly meaningful due to the
presence and participation of our Orang Asli friends
whose friendship we had cultivated over the past year
through our parish outreach to the Drang Asli
communities.

More than 160 Orang Asli visited SMC with the biggest
contingents coming from Kampung Sekam, Tapah and
Kampung Chang, BidorThere were also some Orang
Asli from Kampar and Sungai Siput. They were hosted
overnight by the parish which had arranged transport,
accommeodation and meals for our special guests. The
concert 8n Saturday afternoon was graced by the
presence of Rt. Rev. Sebastian Francis, the Bishop of
Penang, who gave 3 rousing and inspiring message of
welcome and support to the Orang Asli present in the
hall. his was followed by a touching speech by
Bah Jalil, the pastor ¢f the KampungSekam community.
Also in the audience were 40 children and chaperones
from Ozanam Drop-in Centre, Sungai Siput who were
enjoying a special outing during the school holidays.

As well as lively praise and worship songs from the
KampungSekam youth band, the concert also featured
various song and dance performances by the young
people of SMC, among them the Chinese Sunday
School chimren, the Tamil group and the Chinese Youth
greup with its own band VOYH: The English Youth
group and the English Sunday school children
combined to present a Nativity sketch. During the
interméssion, the young folk broke into an energetic
“flash mob”. At the concert finale, all the performers
and audience joined in to sing a heartfelt and powerful
rendition of the hymn “HitamatauPutih” which had
been introduced to SMC parishioners some weeks
before the concert.

The Orang Asli had Fequested to attend the Saturday
Sunset mass which was partly celebrated in Bahasa
Malaysia to accommodate their participation. After the
mass and dinner, it was SMC's turn to reciprocate by
taking part in their praise and worship session at the
Peter Pang Hall. On Sunday morning, an arts and crafts
demonstration was held outside the hall by some of
the perfnrmmg groups. The Orang Asli demonstrated
their skills®in basket weaving and parishioners were
given the opportunity to pu rchase their wares.

The parish would like to express its sincere
appregation to the concert organizing team for
planning and overseeing this wonderful event.
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Congratulations and thanks to all the young performers
for their hours of practice and breezy enthusiasm
which made it a resounding success.Last but certainly
not the least, our heartfelt gratitude to our Orang Asli
friends for their meaningful presence and participatiom
which made this a truly Malaysian Christmas concert.
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CHRISTMAS CONCERT A MALAYSIAN CHRISTMAS
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UPDATES ON ORANG ASLI PRO]ECT :

, S0l - RIERBEBASHEE. s
(a) Initiated fruit® and vegetable farming at Kg. Air Bah Lawin, Gerik

FEEJAir Bah Lawin¥ iRk R,
(b) Delivery of food aid and toys

TR RYRTA.
(c) Medical camp at Kg. Air Bah Lawin, Gerik
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CHINESE FORMATION SESSION BY REV. FR.JOSEPH CHENG

1275 A #H ARV E] 15

The F"'enang Diocese
Chinese Apostolate
Comimission Wwas
privileged to have
been able to invite
Rev. Fr. Joseph
Cheng from Taiwan
to present a series of
formation sessions
for Chinese speaking
parishioners of the
various parishes in
the Diocese of
Penang. The sessions took place between 12th to
19th September 2014 starting from the Church of
St. Joseph, Batu Gajah and continued in rotation
among the different parishes.

Four topics were covered in the series. The first topic
was on #Faith is a family heirloom” where he urged
2ll families to put Christ as the Master of our
families. He also. stressed that family prayer is
important to keep the faith In the family. The second
topic "Always Joyful, Always Thankful” touched upon
the importance of having joy in our faith and how
people should be able to see God's love and joy in
us.

The third topic was about “Transforming our faith”
where he urged participants to transform
themselves in answer to God's call and plans for
them, emulating the good examples of Our Lady and
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St. Matthew, the former tax collector. The final topic
was on “The right path of faith” where he cautioned
that sin and ingratitude will only lead us to darkness
whereas the right path will lead us to God’s Light.
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CHRISTMAS 2014
2014 Z3ETH

A big “TERIMA KASIH” to all the groups and
individuals who undertook the Christmas
2014 decorations.
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8 CHILDREN'’S CHRISTMAS PARTY
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The children’s Christmas party made a successful comeback after
a hiatus of several years. It was held on 22nd December 2014 at

the Peter Pang Hall. Approximately 200 children participated in
the event.”
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MASS & DEVOTION DAYS & TIMES AT ST. MICHAEL'S CHURCH, 1POH
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Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Frid Saturday Sunday
g H]— L3 A= i - Hr"izﬁr UES iy HEH
Weekday
Masses 5:30 pm 7:00 am 5:30 pm 5:30 pm 5:30 pm
T H it
8:00 am
Weekend 7:00 am [English / i)
Masses ; 10:00 am
F#* 5 {[:él?ﬁ P_g' ) {Mandarin / 1fifi)
J& s i 5:00 pm
(English / 553t
* R TEIE (Except 1st Friday )
DEVOTIONS - #AFEaFL
L 1
Novena to Padre Pio 5.00 pm. (Thursday)
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament .30 p.m. (1st Priday of the month)’
. MﬂJena to the Sacred Heart “ 7.45 p.m. (1st Friday of the month)
Chaplet of 5t. Michael in English 6.30 p.m. (1st Saturday of the month) o
s Rosary in English 6.30 p.m. (Other Saturdays of the month)
Chaplet of 5t. Michael in Mandarin 9.30 a.m. {1st& 3rd Sundays of the month) .
® Rosary in Mandarin . 9.30 a.m. (2nd, 4th& 5th Sundays of the month)
Marian Devotion 7.30 p.m. (13th day of every month except weekends)
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