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Closing Of The Year Of Faith (15 4& & 7] %)

The Closing of the Year of Faith at Perak Deanery level was held on the Solemnity of Christ the
King on 24th November 2013. The grand Eucharistic celebration which was held on the grounds
of the Church of Our Mother of Perpetual Help, welcomed an estimated 5,000 participants who
came from twelve parishes in Central Perak. The theme for the celebration was “I know in whom
| believe”.

Parking issues were anticipated well in advance and so SMC provided a shuttle bus service to
ferry our parishioners to and from the venue.The celebration began at 5.00 p.m. with an hour
long praise and worship session. There was a drum roll by the Sam Tet Secondary School boys
and graceful dances performed by representatives from the Orang Asli and Kadazan-Dusun
communities in Perak. A total of 227 children from seven parishes received their First Holy
Communion at this mass.

The main celebrant of the mass was the Bishop of Penang, Rt. Rev. Sebastian Francis, together
with Bishop Emeritus Rt. Rev. Antony Selvanayagam and about 15 priests of the Perak
Deanery.lt was a truly multi-lingual and multi-cultural affair with the readings delivered and
hymns sung in four languages. The Bishop delivered his homily in Bahasa Malaysia
interspersed with English and the order of the mass was mainly sung in Latin.

The Bishop expressed his gratitude for a Year of Faith that had been very fruitful in revitalizing
our spiritual lives. All parishes had been assiduous in promoting faith-based activities. The Year
of Faith has also drawn more new believers to the Catholic faith as evidenced by the increase
in the number of people seeking baptism compared to 2012. He urged all those present to
continue to re-evangelise a world which desperately needs Jesus, especially in these dark
times. Even though the Year of Faith has officially ended, there will be a continuation of its focus
in 2014 with the chosen theme being “Discipleship: Called, Chosen and Sent”. The Bishop
reminded that all Catholics are called to be missionaries in their daily lives and invoked the Holy
Spirit to transform us into fearless apostles. Bishop Sebastian also proposed that all parishes
recite the Prayer to St. Michael at masses to earnestly request the assistance of the Archangel
for our mission in this period of testing.

Congratulations to the organisers and various participating groups for their tireless efforts in
making this event an unexpected resounding success and proving that there can be unity in
diversity!
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On 29th December 2013, SMC parishioners bid a
fond adieu to our dynamic Assistant Parish Priest
Fr. Aloysius Tan. Fr. Tan began his tenure in SMC
shortly before his diaconate ordination. The
celebration of his diaconate ordination was held in
this parish on 6th February 2012 while his priestly
ordination was held at his home parish the Church of
Our Lady of Sorrows, Penang on 25th June 2012.

We will truly miss his jolly personality and heartfelt
homilies. May God'’s blessings be upon Fr. Tan as he
commences his new posting as parish priest of the
Church of the Sacred Heart, Kampar.
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(Please see the next issue of the newsletter for a full exit interview with Fr. Aloysius Tan)
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The Christmas decorations this year were jointly done by BEC
Lagenda, BEC Taman Golf and BEC Housing Trust. We thank the said
BECs and we also thank all the liturgical groups who served at the
four Christmas masses.

A special note of appreciation to all the choirs and the English and
Chinese youth groups who spent weeks and months practising their

sketches and Christmas carols to enliven the Christmas celebrations.
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SMC Feast Day And Triduum Masses (& 3% & % X /%8540 & = B #3L %#t)

The Triduum masses began on 26th September 2013
and concluded with the celebration of the Feast Day
mass on 29th Sunday 2013 (Feast of the Holy
Archangels). The 2013 parish event, the Anointing of
the Sick, was held on the third day of the Triduum
masses.
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Confirmation Mass (' 3R 35 #¢)

SMC'’s confirmation mass took place on Sunday 10th November 2013. A total of 42 young people
received the Sacrament of Confirmation at this bilingual mass which was celebrated by the Bishop of
Penang, Rt. Rev. Sebastian Francis along with Fr. Stephen Liew and Fr. Aloysius Tan. The parish
surprised Bishop Sebastian with a birthday cake at the conclusion of the mass.
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Peninsular Malaysia - Singapore Chinese
Apostolate Commission Seminar (40th Anniversary)
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The parish of St. Michael was deeply honoured to have been selected to host the
»  40th edition of the Peninsular Malaysia — Singapore Chinese Apostolate Commission
(PMSCAC) Seminar. This annual event, which took place from 11th October to 14th
October 2013, had attracted over 200 participants from the Archdiocese of Kuala
Lumpur and the Dioceses of Singapore, Johor-Melaka and Penang. The theme for
this year’'s seminar was “Seeking unity with Christ through renewal of faith”.

The seminar was co-organized by the Penang Diocese Chinese Language
Apostolate Commission.The main speaker of the seminar was Rev. Joseph Cheng, a
moral theologian who had been specially invited from Taiwan. In addition to the
seminar proper, the 4 day programme also provided participants with opportunities
to partake in various other spiritual activities such as Eucharistic celebrations, Taize
meditation sessions and confession. The visitors were also treated to a half day tour
of Ipoh and had the chance to sample some of our fair city’s yummy goodies. The
concluding highlight of the 2013 seminar was a grand 40th anniversary dinner held
at the Brother John Moh Hall in Sam Tet School. Kudos to our Chinese Apostolate for
their untiring efforts in making this memorable event a resounding success!
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Sunday Market (2 #8 B 1 3%)

A month prior to the PMSCAC Seminar, the Chinese Apostolate had
organized a Sunday Market on 8th September 2013 to raise funds to
defray the costs of hosting the seminar. It was heart-warming to see
many groups and individuals come together to help the Chinese
Apostolate to achieve its objective.

The Sunday Market turned out to be the largest food fair ever organized
in the parish. There were approximately 55 stalls selling various types of
food and drinks as well as fresh produce, ceramics, handicraft and many
more. With the kind support and generosity of parishioners, the Chinese
Apostolate far exceeded their original target of raising RM10,000.00 for
the seminar.
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On 6th December 2013, parishioners were treated to a most
enlightening talk on Advent delivered by Bro. Simon Anand from
College-General, Penang. Using the examples of Greek, Roman and
Jewish cultural perspectives as comparative tools to Christian
thinking, he helped us to understand the true meaning of the
Incarnation and its desired effects on our thoughts and actions.
Bro. Simon also gave some good suggestions on how to prepare in

order to celebrate Christmas more worthily.
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BEC Pasir Puteh Organises
Gathering With Migrants
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In a show of solidarity with our migrant brothers and
sisters, BEC Pasir Puteh organized a gathering with
migrants of the Filipino community on 13th October
2013. The event was held at The Oak clubhouse and
a total of 24 people were in attendance. Activities
included prayers, sharing of experiences and a
bountiful feast.
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November Gathering
+—AtwmEL

BEC Pasir Puteh held its
November gathering at the
home of Madam Magdalene
Chong, a grand dame of 91
years of age. Praise and
thanksgiving were rendered to
God for her continuing good
health.
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SMC has welcomed its inaugural batch of female altar servers on the 1st Sunday of
Advent. This was in line with the instructions of the Bishop of Penang who had earlier
announced that the diocese will be introducing female altar servers into Eucharistic
celebrations. We commend the young ladies who came forward to answer the call.
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MASS & DEVOTION DAYS & TIMES AT
ST. MICHAEL’S CHURCH, IPOH
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Weekday Masses Weekend Masses F B IR AREA B %

Monday, Wednesday, Saturday B#—. =, WKk BN
Thursday & Friday 7.00 a.m. (E—AEHLRIS s
(except 1st Friday) 7.00 p.m. (English) LRGeS W BT (51D

5.30 p.m.
P Sunday FNEMA EHH

1st Friday of the month 8.00 a.m. (English) M I 8H FSH (3EE)
8.00 p.m. 10.00 a.m. (Mandarin) g L4100 (438
Tuesday 5.30 p.m. (English) J:i—,:rZE:J- TARBI A (35D
7.00 a.m.

Devotions - 27 #& #% 4L

Novena to Padre Pio 5.00 p.m. (Thursday)

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 7.30 p.m. (1st Friday of the month)

Novena to the Sacred Heart 7.45 p.m. (1st Friday of the month)

Chaplet of St. Michael in English 6.30 p.m. (1st Saturday of the month)

Rosary in English 6.30 p.m. (Other Saturdays of the month)
Chaplet of St. Michael in Mandarin 9.30 a.m. (1st& 3rd Sundays of the month)
Rosary in Mandarin 9.30 a.m. (2nd, 4th& 5th Sundays of the month)

Marian Devotion 7.30 p.m. (13th day of every month except weekends)
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A Note Of Thanks ("% i)

The Editorial Board wishes everyone a very Happy New Year! A big “Thank You” to all who helped to contribute news and photos for
the newsletter in 2013 and not forgetting those who encouraged our efforts.
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